
Birds on a Wire by Katie Powner 

Discussion Questions 

 

 

1. Have you ever been involved in foster care in any way, or been close to someone 

who has? Share about your experience. 

 

2. What misconceptions have you had about how foster care works? 

 

3. Who was your favorite character and why? 

 

4. Which character did you relate to the most and why? 

 

5. In the story, Laura tries to take on too much in her own strength. Have you ever 

done the same in your own life? 

 

6. It can be easy to judge teen mothers like Bri. Share about a time you were too 

quick to judge someone based on their circumstances. 

 

7. How do you think it would feel if your child was taken by CPS? What would 

you do? 

 

8. Often we only interact with people who are similar to us—similar 

socioeconomic status, similar jobs, similar ages, similar beliefs—but in Birds on a 

Wire, Bri’s and Laura’s very different lives collide with each other. What can you 

do to interact with people outside of your comfort zone? What is a way you could 

help a mother like Bri who has no support? 

 

9. In the story, Laura and her sister have a strained relationship. Talk about why 

communication is essential to repairing relationships. 

 

10. Which character do you think changed the most by the end of the book? 


